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As a branch of discourse analysis, critical discourse analysis (CDA) aims to 
uncover the complex dialectical relationship between language and ideology through 
a detailed description of the linguistic properties of a discourse. Public discourse has 
been one of the major concerns of CDA. As one of the important genres of public 
discourse, news discourse has attracted attention of critical discourse analysts. It is 
especially the case with speech reporting due to the important role it plays in news 
discourse.  
Previous comparative studies on news discourse at home within the framework of 
CDA are mainly between Chinese newspapers and foreign newspapers as far as data 
selection is concerned. Their analytic results always have a preference for Chinese 
newspapers. In order to reduce this subconscious subjective intervention, this paper 
intends to make a comparative study on the same event—Japan’s nuclear crisis in 
2011 and its influence within the framework of Fairclough’s three-dimensional model 
on news texts selected from The New York Times and The Guardian—two leading 
newspapers in the world. Reported speech in this study is approached from three 
correlated perspectives, namely, modes of reported speech, news sources and 
reporting verbs. A tentative explanation for the quantitative results is also offered from 
the cultural, historical and social perspectives. 
This study is conducted both qualitatively and quantitatively, intending to unveil 
the ideologies residing implicitly in news discourse. The research findings are listed 
as follows: (1) The underlying reason for focusing on conflict and confrontation in 
news reports from both The New York Times and The Guardian lies in the western 
religious culture which highlights personal sufferings and hardships. (2) The conflict 
and confrontation is embodied in The New York Times in a direct and comprehensive 
way, which could be explained from two aspects. For one thing, it is a reflection of 















product of fierce competition in journalism for the sake of commercial profits. (3) The 
Guardian’s approach is indirect and implicit, the reason for which may partly be the 
noted reserved and modest nature of British people. The other reason may be the strict 
journalistic self-regulation system in the U.K.  
It can be seen from the analysis that news discourse is not as transparent, neutral 
and objective as it claims to be, but ideology-loaded. It is a reflection of specific 
social, cultural and ideological context. CDA is a very effective and practical analytic 
model to unveil the ideologies concealed in news discourse through a systematic 
analysis of its formal properties.  
The practical significance of this study lies in its pedagogical implications for 
English teaching. Critical reading could enhance English learners’ critical awareness 
and sensitivity for not being influenced by ideologies concealed in discourse.  
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